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Elsie Hillman's support for the

Black community remembered

by Christian Morrow

Courier Staff Writer

When Elsie Hillman died last week at
89, she was lauded as a philanthropist
and Republican supporter. But her con-
tributions to Pittsburgh’s Black com-
munity should never be underesti-
ma

Esther Bush never will. The Presi-
dent and CEO of the Urban League of
Pittsburgh experienced Hillman’s com-
mitment and dedication first hand.

“She cared about people and Pitts-
burgh, and was entirely unpreten-
tious—she was real people,” said Bush.
“She took stands on issues like sup-
porting African Americans, supporting
women, supporting gays and lesbians.
Every public position she took was be-
cause it was the right thing, the human
thing to do.”

Hillman supported a number of Afri-
can American organizations, usually
quietly. But occasionally, as with her
most recent contribution to the Hill
House Association—the renovation at
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the Kauffman Center creating Hillman Au-
ditorium at—her name was in the forefront.

Cheryl Hall-Russell remembered Hill-
man on the organization’s web page, call-
ing her “an integral part of the establish-
ment of the Hill House Association, a
tremendous supporter and champion of
this organization for its more than five
decades of existence.” )

“She was one of the first people who
reached out to me when I came to Pitts-
burgh,” said Hall-Russell. “She was a kind
ear and I had a lot of respect for her. She
was one of the last generation of moderates
who understood civil exchange, of finding
value in the opinions of those who dis-
agreed. That voice will definitely be missed.”

New Pittsburgh Courier columnist Louis
“Hop” Kendrick said she saved the state
Republican Party at a time when it was
threatening to go ultra-conservative. She
helped get Hugh Scott elected to the U.S.
House and later the U.S. Senate. and still
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later helped moderates Bill Scranton and
Richard Thornburg win the governorship.

“Scranton had said he’s appoint a Black to
his cabinet, but after he won his memory got
foggy. Elsie reminded him of his promise and
Bill Young joined his administration,” said
Kendrick. “She helped so many people. She
was just a genuine, caring person.”

Elmer McClung, former aide to Allegheny
County Commissioner L: Dunn, said he
was stunned when he heard his old friend
had died.

“Her contributions to the Black commu-
nity were amazing, but she was always
very low-key about what she did,” he said.
“She was sincere.

McClung mentioned a few examples of
her sincerity from his campaigns for Pitts-
burgh council back in 1985 and 1987.

“Back then, I didn’t drive—Elsie would
come and pick me up and drive me to my
appointments,” he said. “She held fundrais-
ers for me. One was at the Duquesne Club;
another was at the Pittsburgh Golf Club.
Those were places that were way off limits
to Blacks. She did that.” .

McClung said Elsie also made sure he
was a delegate to the National Convention
to elect George H.W. Bush in 1988.

“Elsie Hillman was my friend, in spite of
other people’s feelings—Black and White—
about my interracial marriage at the time.
It never bothered her, not once,” he re-
called. “She said, ‘you are you, Elmer’ It
was always about support—not grand-
standing, just support. She’s done so much
for the Black community and people will
never know. She will be missed.”
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Community calls for new federal
voting rules on 50th anniversary

iodi can’t vote, you can’t protect can American rights in-
by Chr isfian Momow o s vights. Tn Mis-  clading the right to vote. is
Courier Staff Writer sissippi, Georgia, Ten- in danger.

Celeste Taylor said it was
appropriate that the Black
Political Empowerment
Project celebration of the
Voting Rights Act 50-year
anniversary was held at
the Freedom Corner mon-
ument, which is undergo-
ing much needed renova-

nessee, even Washington
state, we continue to see
games played with redis-
tricting. Voting means ac-

SEE VOTING A4
cess, and we need to up-

date this state’s election
laws so that every eligible
voter can have

“Instead of just celebrat-
ing the Voting Rights Act
50 years later, we have to
be here to advocate restor-
ing it teeth,” she said. “We
stand with the national
Urban League in promot-
ing the Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act—same day
registration, automatic

tion. their voices . X
“Much like Freedom Cor-  heard.” registration, and no-ex-
ner, the Voting Rights Act League of cuses absentee ballots.

is still under construction,”
she said. “This work con-
tinues. I see voting as one
of the most important tools
in keeping African Ameri-
cans relevant. I thank peo-
ple like Tim Stevens and
Alma Speed Fox for contin-
uing this fight. Power to
the people.”

Taylor joined Stevens
and about 50 others, young
and old, Black and White,
to mark the anniversary at
Freedom Corner Aug. 5.
Stevens noted that even as
they marked the anniver-
sary in Pittsburgh, others
were doing so simultane-
ously in  Harrisburg,
Philadelphia and Washing-
ton, DC.

Pennsylvania ACLU di-
rector Vitold Walczak said
he was humbled to stand
with such people.

“Voting is foundational,”
he said. “Because if you
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Women Voters
President An-
nette Shimer
said the voting
rights fight is
not over because
for 50 years,
those who didn’t
like the Voting
Rights Act have
been pushing to
undo it.
“We need the
act to be made
permanent,” she
said. “We are
also pushing for
online registra-
tion and neutral-
ity in redistrict-
ing.”
Urban League
of Greater Pitts-
burgh President
and CEO Esther Bush said
the legacy of Fox, Byrd
Brown, Robert Lavelle and
others who fought for Afri-

Join us in a better day for
Pennsylvania and for
America.”

As Stevens thanked all
those who spoke, he said
he had great hope.

“I have hope because,
thankfully, not everyone
here is my age,” he said.
“This isn’t just about us
old heads. It’s about the fu-
ture, and people like this
young lady.”

With that, he introduced
Brigette Bethea and her 6-
month-old son, Chase Pat-
terson.

“This is an important day
for me, but more so for my
son,” she said. “Too often,
we don’t have a voice. 'm
former military, and I will
keep voting because it af-
fects him and his ability to
vote in the future.”

(Send comments to cmor-
row@newpittssburghcourier.
com.)
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NEXT GENERATION—Brigette Bethea of B-PEP with son, Chase Patterson.
(Photo by J.L. Martello)
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LOREN H. ROTH
INCLUSION PARTNER
OF THE YEAR AWARD

The Loren H. Roth Inclusion Partner of the Year Award goes to a department,
division or business unit that exemplify being leaders of change to ensure
inclusion is integrated into day to day business practices at UPMC. They are
self-motivated to lead these efforts, ensure collaboration, consistency, and
build upon their goals to meet the growing needs of our diverse patient,
employee, member, and community experiences.

ESTHER L. BUSH
COMMUNITY PARTNER
OF THE YEAR AWARD

The Esther L. Bush Community Partner of the Year Award goes to an
organization or individual who acts as a strong strategic partner with UPMC
through collaborations that help support and strengthen our community social
responsibility. They exemplify strong leadership, dedication, and tireless efforts
to make the community at large more aware of the diverse needs of our
patient, employee, member, and community experiences.




